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See dance story, page 6
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Senior Shayna Berkowitz and junior Lizzie Walls perform their dance “Savage” at the dance show on

$15 minimum wage bill proposed

Daksh Chauhan
staff writer

Akshey Dhar

staff writer

Junior Mygan Tran made
$9 an hour working as a pho-
tographer at the mall for Eas-
ter this spring. Working four
hours a day, she made $180
per week. Starting next sum-
mer, she may be able to work
the same hours and earn $300
instead. This is due to the new
Minimum Wage bill that, if
passed, would raise the mini-
mum wage of workers in Cali-
fornia to at least $15 an hour.

Every year, a huge num-
ber of MCHS students try to
get their work permits before
vacation. Depending upon
the family and its status, the
money made by students can
be extremely important or not
matter atall. For those students
at MCHS who don’t depend
entirely on this wage and get
substantial support from their
families, they may not see the
opportunity that this bill may

ring.

Along with Tran, Gabby
Bernhardt and some other
juniors worked during sum-
mer as well. They made use
of their vacation time to make
some extra money. Bernhardt
said, “we worked as photogra-
phers, greeters and the ‘bun-
ny’ for about four hours a day,

five days a week. The ‘bunny’
made about $10 an hour while
a photographer made about $9
an hour.”

Though Tran had a hard
time with her work, she was
happy with the $9/hr pay she
received. “For me $9 for every
hour is a good wage and helps
me to afford things that my al-
lowance won’t.”

Though Tran may be happy
with $9 per hour for a time-
consuming job, she did agree
that “for a person with no sup-

ort system other than that joll?),
ife would be challenging.”

Tran’s parents are “quite
supportive and would take
care of [her] basic needs with-
out hesitation.” Though many
students may consider this the
usual trend, there are others
who aren’t as privileged and
their lives depend on $9/hr.
One of those MCHS students
is Senior Austin Notley.

Notley, at the MLK assem-
bly, shocked everyone with
his sad story, but demonstrat-
ed his hope to do well. Though
his conditions seemed unbear-
able, his attitude made his
problems seem conquerable.
Prior to losing his job, Notley
“worked over summer for a
job that paid me about $10
an hour.” To him, it was his
means of survival.

Unfortunately, he lost his
job due to the fall of the com-
pany. Notley said that “even

when [he] had a job, [he] had
to struggle to make the ends
meet.” For him, the $10/hr
minimum wage was a pretty
good wage that he wouldn’t
turn down if offered again.

Due to Notley’s dire condi-
tions, he reacted to the $15
minimum wage act with a
wide smile and a belief “things
would get better for everyone
and make living in big cities
with job opportunities pos-
sible.”

However, a different kind of
reaction was noted from stu-
dents whose parents owned
businesses that employed
a good number of people.
One of those students, Davis
Chong, whose parents employ
people at cafés in Kaiser Per-
manente in Santa Rosa and
San Rafael, believes that the
new law “could create prob-
lems for small businesses ini-
tially.” However, he believes
that paying $15 per hour will
cause problems for a short pe-
riod only.

“Though there will be a hike
in salaries and [the higher
wages] will cause problems
for small businesses, econo-
mies will stabilize and factors
like inflation would bring the
situation back to normal.”

Chong also said that like
most business owners, “his
parents might face fluctua-
tions in profits as well.

See WAGES, page 2

Maria Carrillo High School’s
much anticipated graduation
bash, Project Grad, is in jeop-
ardy this year due to a huge
shortage of volunteers. With
about 200 volunteers needed
and, at press time, 44 short,
the production that offers
graduates a celebrative end to
their four years may not run
smoothly.

Project Grad was created
to prevent graduating seniors
from drinking, driving reck-
lessly and taking drugs on
their graduation night. As a
result, since the school start-
ed Project Grad 19 years ago,
there have been no dangerous
incidents.

This year’s Project Grad has
seen a steep decline in the
number of volunteers needed
to man security, food and live-
ly entertainment stations.

Though Project Grad will

Shane Toohey
staff writer

The Global Perspectives
Core mural, located on the
back of the K building, fea-
tures two hands holding a
plant that has just sprouted.
The plant is surrounded by a
pool of azure blue and white
water. Floating atop the water
is a quote from the novel, The
Kite Runner: “What happens
in a few days can change the
course of a whole lifetime” The
background of the mural is the
earth done in blues and greens

New mural on campus
Y

classes.

“Project Grad is a unique ex-
perience that every student at
Maria Carrillo deserves,” said
JoAnn Chew, the president of
Project Grad’s planning com-
mittee, Sonoma County Proj-
ect Graduation. “However,
it is not possible without the
sugﬁort of parents.”

ew has been a part of or-
anizing this grad party for a
ong time.

She said that “it is important
to know that Project Grad isn’t
a school-funded event and is
nothing if parents don’t sup-
portit.”

In her opinion, the “short-
age of volunteers is primarily
because the parents of lower
classmen don’t know much
about this issue.”

Chew added, “such an is-

sue wusually arises when
parents don’t get the mes-
See GRAD, page 2

Catherine Liang / The Puma Prensa
Senior Ascher Ramsay paints the Global Perspectives mural by L2.

and the atmosphere painted in
black with white speckles rep-
resenting stars.

The mural was inspired by
the Global Perspectives Core
program. This program is
unique to MCHS as it is the
only one in the Santa Rosa City
Schools.The mural is in honor
of the students which partici-
pate in the program each year.
English teacher Joe Sims stated
in an email that this mural is
“the first step in a larger plan
to make the G.P.C. even more

See MURAL, page 2
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The bill currently in debate
is Senate Bill 3, and is aimed
at modifying Section 1182.12
of the Labor Code. It was in-
troduced by Senators Mark
Leno and Connie M. Leyva
of Northern California.

The previous law, issued
on July 1, 2014, stated that the
minimum wage in California
has to be $9 per hour. Sena-
tors Leno aruf Leyva’s vision
is for the minimum wage to
keep growing every year un-
til it hits $15 per hour. After
Jan. 1, 2016, they would like
the minimum wage reaching
$11 per hour. A year later, on
July 1, 2017, the minimum
wage should reach $13 per
hour.

Therefore, if SB 3 wins,
within the years 2018-2019,
the bill will make the mini-
mum wage $15 per hour,
increasing today’s minimum
wag.}zle by 66.67 percent.

The purpose of Leno and
Leyva’s bill is to give the
money to low income fami-
lies. California has the high-
est C}Doverty rate in the nation,
and with this bill, they plan
to change that.

“Though California’s un-
employment rate is now 7.3
percent and greater numbers
of Inland Empire residents
are finally finding jobs, there
is no doubt that our state’s
lowest paid workers are still
struggling to make ends
meet and provide for their
families,” Leyva said.

“There is still a huge need
for childcare, early care and
education, for other aspects
of our social safety net,” Leno
said. Raising the minimum
wage will therefore benefit
those who are in poverty and
those who aren’t.

Wages: students benefit

Pressure to raise the mini-
mum wage has been build-
ing up around the country,
especially in Los Angeles
where the housing costs is
one of the highest in the na-
tion. On May 19, 2015, the
Los Angeles City Council
gave initial approval in rais-
ing the minimum wage to
$15/hr by 2020.

The council voted 14-1 af-
ter many residents made im-
passioned statements to raise
the minimum wage.

The one dissenting vote
was made by Councilman
Mitchell Englander, who felt
that many businesses would
cut working hours and jobs
if the minimum wage in-
creased.

Nationwide, several labor
unions have called for in-
creasing wages for low paid
workers such as hotel clean-
ers, fast food clerks and chain
store employees. Just last
month, events around the na-
tion have pressured fast food
chains such as McDonalds,
Burger King and Wendy’s
to pay their workers at least
$15/hr.

However, in many states,
officials are worried that such
measures as raising the local
minimum wage could cre-
ate a confusing patchwork of
pay rates.

According to Chris Tilly,
the director of the UCLA In-
stitute for Research on Labor
and Employment, the impact
of raising the minimum wage
in cities is debatable.

Due to the many opinions
either for or against tﬁe plan
that would increase the mini-
mum wage, it is hard to come
to a conclusion regarding the
true effect it will have on
people and businesses.

Mural: GPCinspired

Continued from page 1

memorable and engaging”.
The idea of the mural came
from a final in Sims’ fresh-
man English class. Students
were required to write a story
that involved one character
from each novel they read
throughout the year. Student
Gianna Gathman took the as-
signment a step further and
evolved it into a collage that
incorporated symbols from
both her English and Hu-
manities classes. When Sims
saw Gathman’s rough draft,
he was very impressed b?f it
so he shared it with his fellow
teachers. When former MCHS
teacher Natasha Deakins saw
the rough draft, she thought
that it would look great on a t-
shirt, or as a mural on the back
of the K building. After revis-
ing her rough draft, a second
incarnation of the mural was
created. At which point, Sims
asked art teacher Adele Mitch-
ell if she would help with ex-
ecuting the mural. Soon after
she agreed and brought some
of her most talented pupils to
help create the mural. Fol-

lowing two meetings, the two
teachers decided to develop
the concept of the mural fur-
ther, the many symbols were
removed and replaced by one
dominant image and a quote
from “The Kite Runner.”

Students Asher Ramsalzll,
Ashley Eastman, Gianna Gath-
man and Ksenia Zhizhimon-
tova, along with Mitchell were
in charge of creating the paint-
ing of the mural.

anta Rosa City Schools
generously provided the man-
Eower to prime the wall, paint
rushes and paint rollers. The
remainder of the funding for
paint and other necessities
came from ASB, which had to
vote on funding the project.

The Global Perspectives
Core Mural is just one of a few
murals that will be popping
up all over the MCHS cam-
pus.

Art  teacher  Catherine
Borchert’s students are work-
ing on a mural that will be
made next to the “Dream Big”
mural located on the metal
doors of the D Building.

Change to come for Wi-Fi systems

Daksh Chauhan
staff writer

District of Santa Rosa plans
to replace the current Wi-
Fi systems at Maria Carrillo
High School in November this
year. Teachers, so far, have ex-
perienced a slow Wi-Fi speed
which has caused problems
with updating frades on Jupi-
ter Grades and downloadin
imﬁortant things for class. Wit
a change or update in the anti-
quated Wi-Finetwork, internet
speed will get faster; students
and teachers alike will find the
connectivity and speed of the
network quite productive for
work. In turn, this will boost
the school’s productivity and
will make for an easier time
accessing databases used for
grading and record-keeping.

Bob Grove, an MCHS sci-
ence teacher is quite peeved
by the Wi-Fi and is looking
forward to a change. “I have
had so many troubles with the
Wi-Fi that I have started going
home during my prep period,”
said Grove.

MCHS’s Wi-Fi is weak pri-
marily because the system that
the former SRCS IT installed
is weak and doesn’t has the
potential to provide satisfac-
tory speed and sufficient data

Why

to teachers for their purposes.

Kurt Kettenburg, MCHS so-
cial science teacher who has a
lot of inside knowledge of the
wiring and connection of the
school’s Wi-Fi, said, “the Wi-Fi
chosen to be put in could have
never supported MCHS.”

“The problem that many
teachers have before them is
caused because our Wi-Fi sys-
tem lacks a crucial transmit-
ting component,” said Ketten-
burg.

Another reason the Wi-Fi
system is unable to distribute

ata properly is because of
the improper installation of
the system and the antiquated
components that do not work
well with modern devices.

“The hardwire coming into
school supports the Wi-Fi sys-
tem. However, it is not a great
way to distribute data,” said
Kettenburg.

That leaves MCHS with the
choice of either replacing the
transmitters of the system and
solving a problem temporarily
or replacing the entire system
with a new, better one to have
long-term results.

Kettenburg remarked that
“the bandwidth that the SRCS
buys is split within schools
and then within teachers.”
He also said that with a poor

seniors can’t have rese

Mary Kelleher / The Puma Prensa

Senior row stands full during a typical MCHS school day.

llly Harris
staff writer

Creatively designed, bright-
ly colored, and uniquely
painted parking spots are seen
throughout Montgomery High
School’s parking lot. A dark
red and b?ack checkered space
with the words “Class of 2015”
written boldly on a space in
the parking lot at MHS.

However, Maria Carrillo
High School is not allowed
this opportunity, while MHS
is given the freedom of pur-
chasing and decorating their
parking spots as they please.

Montgomery High School
sold each parking space to the
class of 2015 for a mere $30.
Although, a great bonding ex-
perience for the senior class,
there were cons which includ-
ed the lack of donated paint
which lead to the very pricy
purchase of enough paint for
each student to create their
space, and also the hassle of
cleaning up the spaces.

“There’s a California law
which states that government
agency is not allowed to give
a gift in public funds, and the
assignment of a parking space
would be a gift,” said Prin-
cipal Rand Van Dyke. “The
Montgomery [High School]
Erincipal allows this and that’s

ased on their interpretation
of the law. But as long as I'm
principal, we won’t do it.”

There are both benefits
and drawbacks to do this at
MCHS. One idea is for stu-
dents to purchase a spot from
the school and obtain a pass,
and after, have the ability to
decorate their spaces. Students
at MCHS have mixed feelings
about this, though there are
many perks to having parking
spaces.

“I think [the seniors] should
because it’s their last year. It
would be fun and creative for
their class,” said junior Megan
Gravert.

Emily Boies, junior, said,
“We should. It would contrib-

transmitting system, “we are
creating bottlenecks that slow
down the flow of data for the
entire school.”

But now, issues related to
the Wi-Fi will be solved. This
year, there are plans of replac-
ing the Wi-Fi system with a
more advanced one that ma
satisfy student needs as well.
There are also talks going on
to provide Wi-Fi for students
to work productively with.

The current head of the In-
formation  Technology for
SRCS, Rick Edson, stated, “I
knew that the Wi-Fi system
prior to my arrival here was
terrible. That is why it is a ne-
cessity to replace it.”

Though replacing the Wi-Fi
would be expensive, Edson
believes that such a step will
have positive long term re-
sults.

“The money we'll spend will
be determined by a public bid.
The cheapest one to support
the needs of the Santa Rosa
city schools will probably seal
the deal,” said Edson.

The new Wi-Fi installation
is scheduled to be completed
in Nov 2015. This new Wi-Fi
will be able to support the de-
mands of students as well as
teachers and will bolster the
productivity of MCHS.

rved parking

ute to school spirit. We could
even use it as a fundraiser for
the school.”

Another benefit to having
owned spaces would be re-
duced tardiness, if students
were allowed to go directly
to their spot as opposed to
circling the lot until a spot is
available.

“I think if everyone could
buy a space and design it how
they want, people would have
this reserved place,” said ju-
nior Hanna Monette. “It would
help everyone get to their spot
right away and then people
could get into school on time. It
miEht even help with the issue
of kids parking in the teacher
lot or sophomores parking in
the student lot.”

Junior Savannah Bertrand
belives that it “would be ben-
eficial because it would pro-
mote school spirit which is im-
portant for upper classmen.”

However, some students
disagree with this idea.

There are complications
with the system, such as dra-
ma with the spaces or cleaning
up every year.

Sophomore Sophie Scheiner
said, “I don’t think seniors
should be able to paint their
own parking spot because it
will be a hassle to have to re-
paint over something every
year.”

While some would think
that it would resolve tardi-
ness, others do not.

Junior Taylor Downing said,
“No, its a parking lot, you
don’t claim spots. Take what-
ever is available and seniors
quit complaining about senior

arking and get to school ear-
ier.”

Grad: 44 empty volunteer positions left to fill for‘party of the year’

Continued from page 1

sages and information about
this program.”

Though Chew said that lack
of awareness among parents
may only be one reason for
shortage of volunteers, she
supports her organization,
saying it put in a lot of effort
to get the message out.

“We start giving out mes-

sages about Project Grad as
early as orientation day,” said
Chew.

Those messages are relayed
in the form of online announce-
ments, e-mail updates, letters
home and through certain
promotional school events.

Dianaand Anthony van Win-
den are two parent volunteers
who have helped with Project
Grad the last two years.

“We chose to volunteer be-
cause we want to support the
seniors in hopes that other par-
ents will support our daugh-
ters when they are seniors”
said Anthony van Winden.

Such a severe lack of vol-
unteers surprises many of
MCHS's staft members who in
past years have been involved
in Project Grad. One past-vol-
unteer includes Lorie Banks, a

part-time fill-in for Lisa Green-
stein, the school’s attendance
technician, who has been in-
volved with Project Grad since
2009.

“The Project Grad party is
funded by parent donations
and fundraisers. It costs us
somewhere between $30,000
to $40,000 and is a result of
the hard work of parents who
support it,” said Banks.

According to Banks, who
has been serving as a volun-
teer at the Project Grad for six
years,” the Project Grad party
is a phenomenal event during
which parents have a huge op-
portunity to get together with
other parents. I also believe
that is the best event to con-
clude the year and get to know
more about events that will oc-
cur the following year.”
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MCHS spring sports end with so

Track

Both girls and boys varsity
teams went undefeated for
this year’s track season. Boys
placed first at NBL’s and girls
took second to Santa Rosa.
There were tons of new Per-
sonal Records for many ath-
letes this season and a lot of
new additions to the record
boards.

Some key athletes included
Alex Netherda, Lucy Sea-

raves, and Kelsi Avana with

urdles, Jordan Rosado and
Rebecca Plattus with jumps,
Morgan Lynch, Hallie Aaner-
son, and Lucas Tressider with
throws. Shaz Breedlove and
Shannon Palladino dominated
with distance and Assata Polk
and Amy Glaser with sprints.
The men won NCS Redwood
on May 23.

Softball

The girls’ softball team
ended in fourth place this
ffear with eight wins and six
osses. This season held new
challenges for the lady pumas
including tough competition
from Rancho Cotati and Ukiah
High Schools.

Malia Donovan and Randi
McMahan are the seniors who
will not be returning next
year.

Sports
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-
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Kelsi Avana competes in the 300 hurdles during the Viking Invitational April 25 at Montgomery High.

Swim and Dive

This year's swim and
dive team went undefeated,
crushed the NBL Champion-
ships and JV won JV Champs.
Varsity captains Jack Niles,
Stefan Keller, Victoria Le, and
Kayla Frank led the team to its
fourth undefeated season.

Rowing
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The NBRC women’s eight cruises into the dock after a race.

Tejoni Johnson
staff writer

Looking to test your physi-
cal and mental boundaries out
on the open water? Some Ma-
ria Carrillo High School stu-
dents have branched out to do
this by joining the North Bay
Rowing Club (NBRC).

Back in December, Maria
Carrillo High School senior
Francesca Scardino joined the
NBRC.

She rows competitively on
the team along with four other
MCHS students, senior Oliver

Clarke, and sophomores An-
drew Natoli, Ben Holm and
Wilder Grey.

“I love the sport and it gives
you a great feeling of being
on the water, yet not exactly
in it and although our rac-
es are very competitive, it’s
nice to know that you have 3
other people [or so] to finish
with you on your team” said
Scardino.

NBRC competes against
other clubs including Oakland
Strokes, Marin Rowing Asso-
ciation and Norcal and offers
opportunities for rowers of

OIIIE’S GRILL
“The best burder joinl i lown!”

At NCS, Niles and Daniel
Virtue, junior, qualified for
500 freestyle at NCS and Pi%)er
Brockley, junior, and Keller
qualified for the 200 Individu-
al Medley and Le and sopho-
more Sasha Fong qualified for
the 100 Butterfly. The girl's
medley relay, including swim-

opularit

all'ages and all skill levels to
learn, improve and race.

“Practices are a lot of hard
work to be honest. Our work-
outs were either erging which
is on the machine (on land
days) and ab workouts or run-
ning,” said Scardino. “Rowing
in general is a very competi-
tive sport because they offer a
lot of scholarships for women
especially colleges on the East
coast.”

Compared to other com-
petitive rowing teams, like the
Marin Rowing Associations,
NBRC is relatively small.

“It's more of like a fam-
ily because we are a small
team”said Natoli. “I row with
seven other guys and the guy
that steers the boat.”

Natoli joined the rowing
team the summer of 2012 after
hearing about it from from his
friend, Ben Holm.

“The main boat house is
down in Petaluma. We row
against a number of different
rowing teams,” added Na-
toli. “It's definitely an experi-
ence you should have at least
once.”

Founded in 1984, NBRC has
a growing Junior program and
offers lessons and summer
camps for interested athletic
youth.

“Honestly, we have a lot of
great athletes at Carrillo and
I think everyone should come
out and try it! It’s such a fun
sport and there’s a lot of great
people on our team too!” said
Scardino.

mers Fong, Brockley, Le and
Frank, made finals and missed
the state cut by 0.1 seconds.
Brockley made finals in both
of her individual races and
Keller made the consolation
finals in the 200 IM. Niles got
alternate position for the 500
while Brockley qualified for

me highs, lows

state and placed sixth in the
200 IM. The swim team ended
8-0 in regular NBL play.
Baseball

The men’s baseball team
made it to NCS playoffs this
year and after going on a 22
game winning streak, they fell
to Marin Catholic on May 23.
The Pumas had a phenomenal
season, won the NBL champi-
onship and were seeded No. 4
going into NCS. They finished
with a 25-3 record overall with
their only losses being Cardi-
nal Newman and Marin Cath-
olic. They are playing for the
North Coast Section Champi-
onships on June 6 as of press
time.

Badminton

The badminton team made
it to NCS this year and com-
peted well. The regular season
ran from February to mid-
May, ending last week with
NCS.

Men’s Golf
The golf team won the NBL
Championships, but faced

tough competition afterwards.
The last match for this year’s
MCHS golfers was against a
various amount of teams from
the North Bay, bringing a lot
of good competition to the
course.

The men won the NBL
Championship match, but not
the overall league champion-
ship ending in second place.
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51 Sodas!

51 lce Cream Cones!
$3 Hamburgers!

e best prices. the best service. and the best food!
Mondavy-Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

53 Milk Shakes!
53 French Fries

Excellent sanmndwiches. burgers. and hot dngs!l

Check out our after-school specials!
Mon-Fri 3pm-5Spm
$1 Hot dogs and Corn dogs!




Luke Baxter-
Macy Beal- Santa Rosa Junior College

Taylor Beidatsch - Santa Rosa Junior College

Jake Benson - Santa Rosa Junior College

Shayna Berkowitz - Santa Rosa Junior College

Eric Berman - CSU San Diego

Derek Berthiaume- Santa Rosa Junior College

Elie Bess - Santa Rosa Junior College

Emma Birdsall- Santa Rosa Junior College

Rachel Black- Santa Rosa Junior College

Stephanie Blackham - Brigham Young University- Provo
Sarah Blatt- CSU San Diego

Alex Bleyhl- Santa Rosa Junior College

Kristy Blodgett- Santa Rosa Junior College

Sonja Braden - University of California Santa Cruz
Claire Brady- Utah State University

Anna Braniff - Santa Rosa Junior College

Jared Brazis - Santa Rosa Junior College
Shaharazad Breedlove - Santa Barbara City College
Tyler Brooks - Santa Rosa Junior College

Kiani Bush - Santa Rosa Junior College

H

Warner Hansen- Colorado State University
Drew Harris- Santa Monica College

Kaitlyn Haub- Santa Rosa Junior College
Rachel Hauprich- CSU San Diego

Jarek Heaps- Santa Rosa Junior College
Daniel Heitmeyer- Santa Rosa Junior College
Seth Helling- Santa Rosa Junior College

Jack Henderson- Santa Rosa Junior College
Caen Hernandez- CSU Sonoma

Karina Hernandez- Santa Rosa Junior College
Ricardo Hernandez- Undecided

Arissa Hieter- University of California Santa Barbara
Philip Hile- CSU Monterey Bay

Brooke Hill- Santa Rosa Junior College

Sarah Hoaglund- Cal Poly (SLO)

Alexis Honighausen- Santa Clara University

C

Daniella Caesare - Santa Rosa Junior College
Alexander Caldera- Santa Rosa Junior College
Erica Calderon- Santa Rosa Junior College

Ahn Cao- University of California Los Angeles
Anna Carr- Northern Arizona University

Sanora Carter- Working

Brendan Caskey- University of California Davis
Justin Chan- Cal Poly (Pomona)

Steven Chobotov- University of San Diego

Gerard Christensen- Santa Rosa Junior College
Jessica Christensen- Colorado State University
Stefani Christieson- University of California Davis
Shawn Cichosz- Willamette University

Jacob Ciernick- Santa Rosa Junior College

Ben Claiche- CSU San Diego

Connor Clardy- Santa Rosa Junior College

Oliver Clarke- Pacific Lutheran University

Eric Clelland- CSU San Jose

Hyrum Cook- Brigham Young University- Idaho
Dylan Cooper- University of California Santa Cruz
Bryan Coyoy-Maldonado- Santa Rosa Junior College
Cianna Crawford- Santa Rosa Junior College
Prescott Creveling- Cuesta College

Kayla Hordyk- CSU Chico

Dakota Imrie- Santa Rosa Junior College
Gracie Issel- Santa Rosa Junior College

)

Jacob Jaffe- University of Southern California
Christopher Jamerson- Santa Rosa Junior College

Ellie James- A year of travelling before attending Dominican University of California

Jeniffer Jimenez- Santa Rosa Junior College

K

D

Michael Danielski- Santa Rosa Junior

College

Amy Davis- Washington State University
Kira Deguchi- Cal Poly (SLO)

Cole Dengler- Santa Rosa Junior College
Clair Denicke- Cuesta College

Joshua Dermake- Santa Rosa Junior College
Dante Devencenzi- Santa Rosa Junior College
Anika Dhar- Boston University

Surbhi Dhiman- University of California Berkeley
Emma DiSanto- Corban University

Taylor Dobbins- Santa Rosa Junior College
Jenna Docher- Vassar College

Erin Doebler- Santa Rosa Junior College
Malia Donovan- San Diego City College
William Donovan- University of California Davis
Rebecca Dow- Santa Rosa Junior College
Shaina Dowell- Missouri Valley College

Evan Drake- Santa Rosa Junior College
Shannon Drew- Cal Poly (SLO)

Henrik Duffy- Travel to Sweden for one year
Claire Dwyer- Santa Rosa Junior College

Aman Kahsai- Santa Rosa Junior College

Vidur Kailash- Johns Hopkins University

Lydia Kajeckas- Santa Rosa Junior College

Nora Kallman- Colorado State University
Audrey Kang- University of California Los Angeles
Ali Kasper- Macalester College

Stefan Keller- Towson University

Mackenzie Kelly- Santa Rosa Junior College
Aaryn Kern- Santa Rosa Junior College

Haley Kestler- Santa Rosa Junior College

Obert Kim- Santa Rosa Junior College

Kajsa Klemets- Finishing High School in Sweden
Kevin Koell- St. Cloud State University

Joshua Kofman- Santa Rosa Junior College
Dylan Kohler- Santa Rosa Junior College

Keelan Kopache- Santa Rosa Junior College
Stuart Kruk- Santa Rosa Junior College

L

Kelsey Langhals- Santa Rosa Junior College

Holden Layton- Santa Rosa Junior College

Victoria Le- University of California Los Angeles

Mia Leal- Santa Rosa Junior College

Devin Lehrer- Santa Rosa Junior College

Derek Lewis- Travel to Italy then Santa Rosa Junior College
Chy Lim- Santa Rosa Junior College

Fu Long- University of Washington Seattle

Kelci Lowery- Travel to Germany then Santa Rosa Junior College
Parker Luft- University of California Davis

Fernando Lugo-Hernandez- CSU San Jose

Morgan Lynch- CSU San Diego

Jamie Lynn- Santa Rosa Junior College



Dani Nunn- University of California San Diego
Erik Nunn- University of California San Diego

Turner O’'Brien- CSU Chico

Sean O'Donnell- Cal Poly (SLO)

Fejiro Okumo- Santa Rosa Junior College

Megan Oleson- CSU San Diego

Morgan Olhiser- Azusa Pacific University

Christopher Olson- Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Miguel Olvera- Santa Rosa Junior College

Emma Opel- CSU Sonoma

Nathan Ostrander- Rochester Institute of Technology
Riku Otis- Santa Rosa Junior College

Christianna Overshiner-Juarez- Santa Rosa Junior College

P

Tony Paiz- San Francisco City College

Shannon Palladino- University of Nevada- Reno
Brianne Parsons- University of Oregon

Nima Partovi- University of California Merced
Anand Patel- Baylor University

Montana Pawek- University of the Pacific

Ashlyn Peebles- Santa Rosa Junior College

Yvette Perez- William Jessup University
Samantha Perry- Tulane University

Elizabeth Petty- Santa Rosa Junior College

Darby Pierce- Santa Rosa Junior College

Matthew Pitchford- Santa Rosa Junior College
Thomas Poland- Universal Technical Institute Sacramento
Joel Pringle- Santa Rosa Junior College

Jonathan Purugganan - Santa Rosa Junior College
Nicholas Purugganan- CSU Chico

Q

Michael Querica- Santa Rosa Junior College
Matthew Quinn- University of California Los Angeles

R

Breeana Ramirez- Santa Rosa Junior College

Jose Ramirez- Santa Rosa Junior College

Ascher Ramsay- Santa Rosa Junior College

Serena Renee- Santa Rosa Junior College

Danielle Reynolds- CSU San Diego

Shayna Reynoso- University of Oregon

Alicia Rice-Russell- Santa Rosa Junior College
Tommy Rivera- Universal Technical Institute Sacramento
Stephanie Robinson- CSU Sonoma

Maisie Rogers- CSU Chico

Jordan Rosado- University of Hawaii at Manoa
Taylor Rose- CSU Chico

Daniel Rosenthal- University of California Berkeley
Walker Rotherham- Santa Rosa Junior College
Megan Rozell- Santa Rosa Junior College

Tyler Rupiper- Santa Rosa Junior College

Nicholas Ruppe- Vanderbilt University

oohey- gap year

Lucas Tressider- Santa Rosa Junior College
Megan Triebel- CSU Sacramento

Abraham Ulloa- Santa Rosa Junior College

v

Christian Valente- Navy
Ana Vilches- CSU Sonoma
Nicole VomSteeg- Cuesta College

w

Andrew Weinberg- CSU Humboldt

Dana Weinert- Saint Mary’s College
Owen Welch- Santa Rosa Junior College
Zachery West- Cal Poly (SLO)

Kenya Wheeler- Santa Rosa Junior College
Baelei Wiesner- CSU Sonoma

Caiti Wiesner- CSU Sonoma

John Wiggins- CSU San Diego

Brandon Wilcox- Southern Oregon University

Jett Williams- Santa Rosa Junior College
Sierra Wilson- St. Cloud State University
Nolan Wolfe- The King’s College

Celine Wuu- CSU San Francisco

Bailey Wyatt- Cal Poly(SLO)

X

Wei-Liang Xiao- Santa Rosa Junior College

Y

Naosuke Yamaguchi- Santa Rosa Junior College

Kathryn Yin- University of Chicago
Mira Yocom- Santa Rosa Junior College

Z

Diana Zarco- Santa Rosa Junior College

SRJC: 180 students (50%)
University of California: 25 students

California State University: 36 students

Trade School: 6 students
CSU San Diego: 10 students

Ameelvi Torres- University of California Santa Barbara

Undecided: 5 students
Armed Forces: 2 students
Work: 3 students

Travel: 3 students

Total: 360 students*

*Students not listed did not return their survey




The Stuffed
Crust Theory:
Dessert

By llly Harris and
Shayan Kaveh

Moustache Baked
Goods

Just outside the Healds-
burg Square, this petite,
modern-styled bakery,
serves an assortment of vi-
brant cupcakes and breath-
taking macarons. Mous-
tache presents a case filled
with creatively decorated
desserts.

We tried the three most
popular cupcakes and two
macarons. The Misses, a va-
nilla cupcake with vanilla
bean frosting, had a moist,
creamy consistency. The
sea salt caramel chocolate
cupcake, The Outlaw, is the
most popular cupcake. The
third cupcake, The Beekeep-
er, was a meyer lemon cake
infused with honey, topped
with a lavender frosting that
stuck on my tastebuds all
day. The lavender and choc-
olate espresso macarons bal-
anced crunchy and creamy
to the perfect extent.

Moustache also offers a
variety of drinks, including
an earthy, homemade chai
and Fourbarrel coffee.

The Noble Folk

An ice cream and pie bar,
The Noble Folk has a simi-
lar ambiance to Moustache,
but serves original flavored
ice creams, such as Japanese
Purple Yam, and heritage

ies.

The hipster themed bak-
ery, located in the center of
the Healdsburg Square, had
a relaxed atmosphere, with
a park just across the street.

The pie we tried was the
passionfruitmud pie - a thick
passionfruit cream slathered
on an oreo mud crust. The
unique passionfruit cream
seemed strange at first, but
Huickly grew on me. It was a

uffy cream with a distinct
tangy flavor that fused well
with the chocolate mouse
and crust. We also tried the
swiss chocolate ice cream on
a homemade cone with tiny
candy flower toppings.
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The Five People You Meet in Heaven: book review

Mary Kelleher
photo editor

“It may seem strange to start
a story with an ending,” writes
Mitch Albom. “But all ending
are also beginnings. We just
don’t know it at the time.”

So begins Mitch Albom’s
2003 #1 New York Times best-
seller The Five People You Meet in
Heaven, the heartwarming tale
of a maintenance man named
Eddie and the life he finds af-
ter death. Although this novel
is not new, the messages that
it reveals are still important
and relevant today. Follow-
ing in the footsteps of Albom’s
beloved memoir Tuesdays
With Morrie, The Five People
You Meet in Heaven is sweet,
thoughtful, and clever. Ed-
die is a widowed handyman

Kelli Woodward
staff writer

Who is the victor in battle between DC, |

Lola Collaso
staff writer

DC: As the comic book in-
dustry grows, namely DC
and Marvel, their rivalry
does as well. Though I really
don’t know how it can even
be called a competition, since
90% of Marvel is a rip-off of
DC anyway.

Marvel: Is that an actual sta-
tistic? In case it isn’t, here’s a
real fact: DC comics in full
form stands for Detective
Comics comics.

DC: If you're going to men-
tion stupid acronyms, then
you should probably bring up
SH.IE.L.D. I mean Strategic
Homeland Intervention, En-
forcement and Logistics Divi-
sion, really?

Marvel: That is an obvious
sentimental homage to the late
Captain America, and at least
Marvel is laid back enough to
make fun of themselves for it,
as occurred during the first ep-
isode of Agents of S.H.I.LE.L.D.

DC: Oh, yes. Let's talk
about TV shows. Bringing up
S.H.ILE.L.D. probably wasn’t a
good idea. I have yet to have
seen a cheesier and more poor-
ly acted super hero show, and
I've watched all 10 seasons of
Smallville.

Marvel: Agents of SHIELD
is revolutionary as the first TV
show to currently take place
in the same universe as other
Marvel movies. Why is it again
that Superman, Batman, and
Wonderwoman aren’t allowed
to grace the smaller screen in a
live-action format?

DC: Probably because DC
doesn’t want to deal with the
billion continuity errors that
Marvel has. And though the
DC cinematic universe isn’t
connected to the TV shows,
The Flash, Arrow, Supergirl
and Legends of Tomorrow are
all connected.

at Ruby Pier, the amusement
park that he grew up near.

One day, under the warm
summer sun, Eddie dies sav-
ing the life of a little girl falling
out of a malfunctioning roller
coaster. The ride crashes over
him, he sees a flash of light
and then his world melts into
nothing.

Eddie’s last moment on
Earth is just the beginning of
his journey. Dazed, confused,
and free from any worry or
pain, Eddie is visited by five
people who impacted his life.
From loved ones to strang-
ers who shifted the direction
of his life, the people Eddie
meets reveal pieces of his past
and show him that his life is
not yet complete: it is only be-
ginning.

Eddie’s people give him a

Marvel: Interesting how
there wasn’t even a DC cin-
ematic universe until Mar-
vel started theirs, bringing a
younger and more mainstream
fanbase into their midst. As for
the TV shows produced by the
CW, the same network that
makes Gossip Girl and The
Vampire Diaries, Arrow is an
obvious attempt to appeal to
Batfans as, much like his origi-
nal comic book counterpart, he
is a cheap knockoff. Addition-
ally, Arrow is drama and an
overdose of substance, while
the Flash is too lighthearted
for a weekly show that often
ends in death.

DC: It's funny that you're
talking about ‘cheap knock-
offs’ when there’s the X-men, a
group of misfit, super powered
teenagers who are misunder-
stood by the rest of society and
led by a genius paraplegic. The
X-men debuted three months
after DC introduced the Doom
Patrol, a different group of
misfit, super powered teenag-
ers who are misunderstood by
the rest of society and led by
a genius paraplegic. And Dis-
ney has absolutely ruined the
films, creating washed down
blockbusters with little regard
for their comic book history.

Marvel: Disney is a con-
glomerate giant. More fund-
ing means more movies means
more happy fans. And as for
the X-men, there is nothing
new under the sun. At least
Marvel was upfront about their
poaching, like with Deadpool.

DC: Even if they are differ-
ent, the existence of the X-men
is only proof that Marvel's
success is built off DC’s. As for
the movies, Marvel’s gotten a
lot more money than DC re-
cently, but that doesn’t mean
the movies were particularly
good. At this point, Marvel
movies have become ridicu-
lously repetitive. DC, though
it’s had its ups and downs at
least has a little mystery when
it comes to films. Most of the

new understanding of his life
on earth. The first person he
meets, a deformed man from
the “World’s Most Curious
Citizens” show at Ruby Pier
from his boyhood, shows
him that Eddie’s life reached
further than he had thought.
After discovering that he im-
Facted this circus performer’s
ife in a profound way, Eddie
continues to revisit his experi-
ence in World War II and other
important periods in his life,
meeting unlikely people along
the way.

Although the premise of the
novel may seem dark, the sto-
ry is happy and entertaining.
Rather than revealing the grief
of Eddie’s death, Albom ac-
knowledges that it takes many
people to make a life complete
and full of love.

Avengers: Age of Ultron plot
was spoiled with all the promo
released, and there wasn’t a
single point during the movie
where I thought, how are they
are going to get out of this?
Marvel: DC fans have to
wait several years for a new
movie, and it’s likely to be a
revamped Superman story,
a twist on a Batman story, or
in the most recent case, both.
Marvel isn’t afraid to reach
into their impressive vault of
different heroes and groups
to find something not well
known, and they have enough
confidence to make it well
known. Marvel Cinematic
Universe (the connected series
of movies starting with The In-
credible Hulk) movies consis-
tently reach a fairly high bar.

The Five People You Meet
in Heaven is especially unique
because of its light tone and
sweet message.

The book’s style is unique
and takes some getting used
to: rather than having tradi-
tional chapters, Albom sepa-
rates Eddli)e’s experience in
the afterlife with flashbacks to
his birthdays throughout the
years.

Initially this format can be
disorienting, but as the book
continues it becomes a part of
the rhythm of the novel and
gives depth to Eddie’s story.

Although the novel is short,
it covers the story completely
and offers a satistying ending.
For only $15.00 at Copper-
field’s Books, The Five People
You Meet in Heaven is certain-
ly worth a try.

arel?

Batman and Robin cannot say
as much.

DC: Batman and Robin isn’t
in the DC cinematic universe,
but if we're going to bring up
those kind o? movies, I'll bring
Daredevil to the table.

Marvel: It's true, Daredevil
is a poor film that squandered
a lot of potential, and yet DC
has recently chosen Daredev-
il’s lackluster actor to be it’s
new Batman.

DC: It's unfair to judge Af-
fleck’s performance efore
the movie comes out. Exam-
ple: Heath Ledger in The Dark
Knight.

Marvel: Heath Ledger was
the exception, not the rule, but
Affleck won’t be condemned
until he’s done the crime, so
we'll just have to wait and see.

Dance show demonstrates talent, passion of MCHS students

Shayan Kaveh

staff writer
Maria Carrillo High School
dance groups performed

their show, Kaleidoscope, to a
large crowd for the first time
thursday night. The two-hour
show featured a balanced
set of intermediate and ad-
vanced dance performances.
The MCHS dancers portrayed
powerful  stories = through
dance, highlighted by student
choreography and a fantastic
song selection.

The dances created an un-
spoken theme of warriors, bat-

tling struggles of emotion and
relationship. The dance classes
fused modern and classical
dance in few duets and many
full class performances.
MCHS dance teacher Rose
Henry commented, “The way
the dancers put the show to-
1%ether makes me so proud and
appy for my students.”
Some of the most memo-
rable dances include “Going
to the River,” choreographed
by [I have the paper at home,
sorry] of intermediate dance,
which included the entire class
in a delightful dance featuring
the dancer’s unified skills. Ad-

vanced dance’s performance,
Tessellate, choreographed by
senior Ellie Bess, was a brazen
dance that balanced the insan-
ity and elegance of Kaleide-
scope.

Unlike the other overtly pas-
sionate dances, junior Savan-
nah Schloemp’s “Waiting for
the Train” perfectly captured
the emotions of waiting for
public transportation and pro-
vided variety to the show.

The show also featured a
poignant message in inter-
mediate dance’s “I Want You
To Know Mom.” The dancers
brought life to a spoken word

poetry about the effects of
drunk driving, drawing tears
from the audience.

Less intense, junior Lizzie
Wall’s choreography to “Work
Song” boasted some of the
prettiest costumes of the show
and used shadows to empha-
size the vitality and lividity of
the dance.

From the audience, junior
Aubry Hooks said, “The show
was way more impressive than
I expected. All the dancers
were talented and their dances
were enchanting.”

Junior Taylor Ford reflected
on the show, appreciating “be-

ing on stage and showing what
MCHS intermediate dance has
to offer.”

The show ended with the se-
nior dance, where the leaving
seniors performed a raunchy
dance highlighted by Calvin
Ezrim’s appearance in a bare
costume.

The seniors began the song
in bulky outfits and began to
strip to simple costumes por-
traying the dancers. The se-
nior slideshow inspired aws
throughout the crowd and
ended Kaleidoscope with a
loving thank you message to
their teacher, Henry.
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Ode to 2015 seniors

Congratulations to the Class
of 2015. It’s mile 26, and in a
few short days you will have
officially crawled your way to
the finish line.

From inception to home-
stretch, the senior class
has crafted a lasting le%acy
through sports, arts, rallies,
mischief, etc. —the list goes on
bum bada dum. Soon it will be
time for a new class to uphold
the mantle.

Right about now, you are
probably wondering what a
sophomore could possibly
know about the ups, downs,
ins, and outs of college. Allow
me to retort. What I am about
to write is the product of em-
pirical research conducted in a
Verﬁ scientific manner: talking
with my brother and friends
scattered at colleges around
the world. So, in many ways,
think of this article as a vicari-
ous delivery of information.

Though you are all seniors
now, beware, it’s back to the
bottom of the proverbial food
chain next year. Ironically, Eo—
ing off to college is as much a
testament to how unprepared
each of us is for real life as it
is to the years of work it takes
just to get there. So, channel
your inner sponge and soak
up some much needed sur-
vival skills.

First, you are going to learn
to subsist off a VERY limited

budget (unless, of course,
oure  Donald  Trump’s
daughter). Imagine buying

a Sparknotes version of your
current possessions all at once.
Add on the fact that your text-
books might as well be etched
in gold. I've heard figures
range from a few hundred to
over $1,000 per semester. With

that grand you are about to
spend, you could probabgr
literally get an ounce of gold.
Then, remember that you still
have to get your school’s man-
datory freshman meal plan.
With it you will have to find a
way to work in meals between
classes, have a balanced diet,
and avoid the dreaded “Fresh-
man 15.”
For those of you who get
withdrawals if you don’t have

our favorite Coco Puffs for

reakfast, you had better start
the weaning process soon.
That or you can marvel at the
sheer number of groceries that
go into your favorite meals
and the number of dollars that
keep disappearing.

Second, even the toughest
among your class are destined
to miss mom and dad. For the
first week or so, independence
will seem like the greatest
thing ever. No more parents
nagging you to do chores
and clean your room. But
when laundry starts becom-
ing Mount Everlasting and
youre eating microwavable
Mac'n’Cheese 24/7, get ready
for a rude awakening.

Editorials

you almost every single day of
your life.

Third, get prepared to have
no idea what in the world is
goin%l on. College is a meltin
FOt that will expose you to dif-

erent perspectives and amaz-
ing new people. However, that
also means that many of your
professors will be from differ-

one of hundreds crammed
into a lecture hall, frantically
trying to jot down every word
of your Orgo professor’s tiny
PowerPoint.

College, however, isn't all
doom and gloom. I'd bet most
of you are excited and rightful-
ly so. Most days, classes start
at noon. That means you can

hit the snooze button

Suddenly, the luxu-
ry of warm and clean
laundry will turnintoa
machine is more likely
to eat your socks than

COMMENTARY BY

Catherine Liang, junior

as many times as you
want. Within a week
Eou’ll be wondering

ow you ever got up
for those 8AM first pe-

it is to clean them.
Soon enough your
floor will begin to resemble a
mag) of your favorite brands,
and you will discover new
depths of gratitude towards
your parents. In retrospect,
they have put up with an un-
organized, moody, food-gob-
bling machine for the past 17
or 18 years. Deep down inside,
you know they have spoiled

Pledge discourages
AP, honors students

Should I take the AP class?
Should I stick with the aca-
demic one? The answer is
simple after Santa Rosa City
Schools made every student,
and his parent, taking an hon-
ors or AP course sign a pledge
not to drop the class in the
first semester. Because of this,
I am now taking the academic
class.

SRCS should be promoting
and encouraging its students
to challenge themselves and
enroll in classes where the
can reach their full potential.
This recent requirement did
the opposite. In

that organizing classes brin%ls.
Speaks said because the
amount of kids that drop dur-
ing the summer and the first
three weeks of school is “phe-
nomenal,” this idea comes up
every year, but this is the first
year it has been implemented.
Both counselors and teach-
ers want to make sure stu-
dents don’t have to deal with
“unfair” crowded academic
classes while AP and honors
classes decrease in size. Ulti-
mately, the change has been
made to benefit the students

according to Speaks.
In or-

the fear commit-
ment and bein
stuck in a chal-

COMMENTARY BY
Mia von Knorring, junior

der to get
students
to turn in

lenging  class,
some students,
including myself chose to
limit the number of advanced
courses on their schedules.

Maria Carrillo High School
counselor Marie Speaks said
it was a “way to hold students
accountable for their class
choices,” instead of discourag-
ing AP and honors enrollment.
Speaks wants “students to be
more serious” about classes
and “rise to the level of rigor”
rather than dropping the class
because they didnt do the
summer homework.

But my own mother dis-
agreed. She refused to sign the
agreement because she dis-
agreed with what she believed
it promoted.

According to teachers, it
will keep students from taking
classes t}i)le are not ready for.

And as K)r counselors, the
are happy with this new ad-
dition as it decreases the mess

the paper,
the plolwild—
speaker threatened to “put
us in academic classes” if the
slips were not signed by stu-
dents and their parents by a
certain date. Was it an empty
threat? It's a shame that two
signatures would ultimately
decide your schedule and pos-
sibly GPA for the next year.

Speaks estimated that 100
students who signed up for
honors or AP classes did not
turn in the slip, but “they will
still be held accountable as if
they turned it in.”

They might be justified with
this new decision, but a lot of
students don’t drop a class be-
cause they didn’t do the sum-
mer homework or are too laz
to “rise to the challenge.” Af-
ter pushing themselves to do
it all, they finally realize they
need to pull bacK. So let them
take the risk, and draw out if
needed.

ent countries. Sure, Professor
Ralasdfawefijk is a titan of his
field and an energetic lecturer,
but how is that supposed to
help you understand an accent
that makes Charlie Brown’s
droning sound like articula-
tion personified. For your
larger classes, you will have
the added benetfit of being just

riods at Carrillo.
Furthermore, as I
alluded to earlier, college is
a fantastic place to meet new
people. You'll definitely still be
close to your best friends from
high school but you will also
have the cg;portunity to meet
new friends from all around
the world. With them, you
will be able to explore your
new city, shirk curfew and go

Graphic by Audrey Kang
out into the wee hours of the
morning, and share countless
good times.

To be honest, everyone I
talked to reinforced the fact
that college is all about explo-
ration. So, I'll leave it up to
you to discover for yourselves
what will make college so spe-
cial for each of you.

In all seriousness, no matter
what you plan on doing in the
future, everyone at Maria Car-
rillo High School wishes you
the best of luck.

Four years at MCHS has
definitely prepared you to go
on and do great things, what-
ever your plans may be. We
also would like to thank you
for being an exceptional senior
class. From Seniorama to the
Senior Pranks—my personal
favorite being the Kagpipes—
the spirit of the senior class
has been truly inspirational.
The Class of 2016 definitely
has big shoes to fill.

AP testing experience subpar

In the 2015 AP testing sea-
son, several changes shocked
test-takers here at Maria Car-
rillo High School.

The changes, along with a
new administrator, created a
foreign testing environment
for students who had taken
AP tests at MCHS in the past
and also set a new standard
for first-time AP students.

The largest change in the
AP testing this year was its
location. In previous years at
MCHS the test was held in
the library, but due to a larger
number of students and strict
College Board testing rules,
the congregations had to be
relocated to the small gym.

This caused unrest and dis-
comfort for many returning
AP students.

“It was uncomfortable in the
gym because of the squeaky
chairs,” said Brandon Chang,
junior. He participated in 3
tests this year and rated his
environment as “unsatisfac-
tory.”

“I felt distracted by all of the
noises, the conditions in the
library were fine,”said Chang.
He a?éo went on to explain
how the proctors messed up
several times during his tests.

They had run out of pens
and misplaced a few tests,
forcing the proctors to redis-
tribute the booklets and burn
valuable time. Other than the
location, the testing environ-
ment lacked the meticulous-
ness of preparation.

There were only three digi-
tal clocks placed at table-level
in the small gym. These clocks
were far out of eyesight for
people in the far back or near
the middle. There was a large
analog clock, but it was behind

the students and contained in
a cage to protect it from being
hit by basketballs.

Some students complained
that the orientation of the ta-
bles was wrong and that they
should’'ve been facing the
large clock on the wall, even if
reading it was difficult.

Due to the inability of see-
ing and keeping the time for
students unequipped with a
watch, the proctors did a poor
job at helping them.

Time was only given for the
last 8-10 minutes on tests that
emphasize time-keeping and

COMMENTARY BY
Shahab Yazdanpanah, junior

last over an hour.

Students were greatly frus-
trated by this as well as other
avoidable mistakes in the two
weeks of testing

The small gym didn’t serve
the purpose of serenity for stu-
dents. It had a loud echo that
could be heard throughout the
room.

There were complaints
about the tables being too
high and the chairs being un-
comfortable and tilted back,
resulting in students havin% to
slouch to creep up to the table
All of these inconveniences
should’ve been avoidable
by the schools administrator
and proctors, but this simply
wasn’t the case.

MCHS Vice Principal Vicki-
Zands was the administrator
and overseer of AP testing this
year. She tackled the role of be-
ing solely in charge of the AP,
SBAC, CAHSEE, and CSTs.
The overwhelming magnitude
of over 700 test-takers this

year was the reason why stu-
dents had to relocate from the
library to the small gym.

Ms. Zands emphasized that
security and accuracy were the
key to AP testing this year and
how she went to an AP test
training where 4 other schools
had to go to because they had
had their scores disqualified.

“The AP tests are very se-
cure, not even the custodian
can get in during testing” ex-
panded Ms. Zands.

The formalities presented
by the College BoarcF this year
were stricter than previous
years.

The seating chart was com-
pletely random, computer
generated, and had to be
changed for every test.

Students had to be facing
the same direction and seated
4 feet apart. For language tests
such as Spanish, students had
to be seated 5 feet apart. Ms.
Zands explained how the un-
comfortable chairs and tables
were, “all we had” and how
MCHS even needed to borrow
a few extra tables and chairs
from Rincon Valley Middle
School because of the large
number of students taking
these tests.

Other formalities such as
test-scrambling for Calculus
and U.S. History over-compli-
cated the procedure for proc-
tors and led to mistakes with
organizing the program.

The testing experience this
year was sub-par, in general,
for students.

It wasn’t ideal for anyone,
but it worked out in the end. If
a similar problem of mass AP
test sign-ups occur again next
year, the test will be adminis-
tered again in the small gym.
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Top 5 stories
of the year

Compiled by Bianca Hillegas,
copy editor

Concussion testing

As of the 2014 school year, all SRCS
students participating in contact sports
had to taie the ImPACT baseline con-
cussion test. The online examination
was designed to diagnose possible con-
cussions by assessing brain function.

An especially interesting
Carrillo Corner

Thehilarious duo of Steven Chobotov
and Oliver Clarke produced a grand
total of (eight or nine) Carrillo Corners
this year, but none was as memorable
as the second. With subheadings titled
Crouching Teacher, Hidden Politician
and Home Cominﬁs and Goings, their
(story) about English teacher Brigette
Mansell’s run for Healdsburg City
Council and their highly descriptive
review of homecoming weekend might
just be Clarke and Chobotov’s best ef-
fort of the year.

Controversy over Lip Sync
Rally performance

A performance at MCHS'’s annual

Lip Sync Rally by a group called the

Knorring, Akshey Dhar, Jenna Docher, Audrey Kang and Surbhi Dhiman. Not pictured: Daksh Chauhan, Shayan Kaveh.

Corbin's Embroidery Magic

(07-478-8758
In Stock & Custom Letterman Jackets

staring at $220
Use our embroidered designs or bring

Jacob Jaffe
Jenna Docher

Phone: (707)538-3971

E-mail: jacobcjaffe@gmail.com

Mobile: (707)326-1693
Address: 5733 Brigadoon Way

“Refried Dreams” was meant to bring
awareness through satire to issues
regarding immigration in the United
States. Some MCHS students did not
enjoy the comedic aspects of the skit
and instead felt disrespected. This
prompted a few students to speak out
in protest of the performance. Since
then, however, members of “Refried
Dreams” and those who were offended
by it have met and discussed any mis-
interpretations of the skit.
Work to rule
Teachers in the Santa Rosa City

jennadocher@gmail.com

in your ideas

K

100 Doctor’s Park Drive
Santa Rosa, Ca[ifomia 95405

www.DrElward.com

A.

Aesthetic & Gewneral Dentistry

Schools district worked to their con-
tracts for one week in an attempt to ob-
tain five percent more in benefits. Of
that five percent, three percent would
be a salary increase and two percent
would go toward health care.
New standardized testing
implemented

Beginning in April, MCHS juniors
took the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium. This new standardized
test, which is a computer-based ex-
amination with an English and a Math
section, has replaced the previously
administered STAR test.

Phone: (707) 539-4646
Fax: (707) 539-3617

Elward, DDS

Driving School

Sonoma County's Safest

Supporting Carrillo's students
Since 1993

“Imprinting the art of Defensive Driving”

-Offering lessons 7
days a week.

Offering Online Drivers Ed.
www.aadrivin.com

- Using eco friendly
08 or newer Honda
civic cars.

(707) 539-7283

H

Art Talk
Art Walk
S R Use your
cell phone
to take an
interactive
tour of the
iart collection
at the

SRJC Doyle
Library.

Check the
website for
library hours.

Art Talk

A multimedia collection of art a
video.

www.santarosa.edu/library/art






